East Worlington Parish Council Minutes for 30/07/26 Meeting
Clerk to the Council: Faye Davies clerk@eastworlingtonpc.org.uk
Parish Council Meeting

Meeting commenced: 19:36
Those present: Cllrs Hurst-Bannister, Sturla, Philips, Webber, Brown, and Flinton. Clerk Faye Davies, District Cllr Jones, and three members of the public. 

1. Apologies: None.
1. Declarations of Interest: None.
1. Dispensations for planning applications: None.
1. Minutes: 28/05/26 minutes approved. 
1. District and County Councillor reports: County Cllr not present. 
District Cllr report: the local government reorganisation has been very hasty in its implementation and has had no public consultation on the direction the government has decided to take, it is yet undecided on the scale of each Cllrs area. 
Regarding the North Devon Plan, the public still have until the 18th August 2026 to submit comments to the Scoping Consultation.
Pollution levels in the Little Dart river are still being monitored, particularly following the major discharge of sewage just before the duck race. There is the potential that North Devon Biosphere may be able to help with monitoring equipment and services. 

1. Members of the public open session: One parishioner had produced a document summarising their thoughts on speed limits in the parish; it was agreed that the paper should be circulated to all PC members plus Richard Hopley and Mel McKenna
Councillor Sturla was congratulated on her considerable success in getting roads fixed; she was also asked to look into two broken signs
Thanks for the grass-cutting grants were expressed.
The issue of the size of tractors and trailers going through the parish was raised; the PC agreed to return to this subject in September.
The duck race has been cancelled due to the ongoing issues with sewage leaking into the Little Dart River. 
A letter has fallen off the War Memorial, Cllr Sturla will be contacting the firm who repaired it. 

1. Chairmans report: Tribute paid and deepest condolences given to Patrick Brook and Lindsay Pankhurst who both recently passed away.
Simon Good has agreed to continue as the Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator. East Worlington Neighbourhood watch scheme is one of four within the Parish, Simon has agreed to cover the neighbourhood watch for East Worlington. 
1. Councillors reports: Cllr Sturla reports that Glebe Hill has been repatched, Thornham Chapel down into the village has been repatched, down into Blagrove has also been repatched. Some drains need to be cleared of leaf mulch. Highways were unable to provide a time frame or cost for the school signage. The speed traffic report should be released at some point. 20 is plenty signs will be removed by Highways if found or reported, these signs are illegal. Cllr Sturla will also be meeting with the Highways Officer regarding recent events and what can be done to prevent any further occurrences. 
Cllr Brown reports he expressed an interest in the police advocacy position, he has not yet signed up and is still researching the position.  
1. Clerk report: On recovering VAT the HMRC address to pass security questions has been narrowed down, however the phone number registered to the account still cannot be located in order to obtain the access code. 
1. Payments for approval: Road Warden invoice £4,374 – approved and paid.
1. Planning Applications: None.
1. Internal Audit report action update: An action checklist has been produced and sent around to the Cllrs, many of these actions have already been addressed, and the rest can be addressed gradually over the coming financial year in order for an improved Internal Audit the next time. 
1. Finance updates: £18,044.59 in the current account. No council has so far applied for the Climate and Environment Grant, Cllr Brown will liaise with District Cllr Jones on the costing of water testing kits to obtain a cost to apply for the grant. Clerk did contact Highways regarding a grant towards road warden duties but has heard nothing back. Council will be applying for a grant from the District Cllr. 
1. Insurance renewal: Clerk to obtain three quotes ready for the next meeting. 
1. Risk Register: Provided in separate policies, e.g. Health and Safety, Financial Risk Assessment, Internal Controls etc. 
1. Parish Hall future working group update: all interested parties (the Parish Council, the Parish Hall Management Committee, the Parochial Church Council, and the School) have agreed a way forward; the group will meet again to progress a new lease.
1. School Signage: A quote for the full cost has been unable to be obtained, Cllr Sturla is still liaising with the school and Highways regarding this subject and will hopefully be able to provide a further update at September’s meeting.   
1. Policies to update: Publication Policy – approved. 
1. Grit bin purchase: Stowford, Thornham, and Glebe for grit bin locations. Council agreed to purchase three bins at a cost of £94.50 ex VAT each. 
1. Date of next meeting: Thursday 24th September 2026 19:30 at East Worlington Parish Hall. 
Meeting concluded: 20:57
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